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• Rebates ongoing since 1999

• Subsidized Rain Barrels distributed from 2001 to 2009

• July 2010 increased max. rebate from $500 to $5,000 to:

– Encourage more larger capacity systems

– Increase participation for savings analysis

• Rebate outside cost-benefit benchmark and short-term 

• Higher rebate amounts or those with low or negative 
cost/benefit ratios typical for pilot programs to collect data for 
innovative or untested technology or increase public 
conservation awareness

• 2013 - changes to program propose

– Reduce per gallon rebate 

– Eliminate or greatly expand rebate cap

– Changes not accepted by oversight board
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Rainwater Harvesting Rebate Program History



Current Rebate Structure
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• Rebate calculation: (Not to exceed 50% of 

the system cost)

– $ 0.50 / gal. for non-pressurized systems. 

(rainbarrels) 

– $ 1.00 /gal. for pressurized systems (large 

cisterns with a pump)

– $5,000 lifetime maximum

• All individual rainbarrels are less than 500 

gallons

– May purchase and install barrels and submit 

application and receipts within 30 days of 

installation

• Systems with a tank 500 gallons or greater

– Must apply and be approved for the program 

before purchase or installation
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• Water Forward Task Force

• CodeNext 

– Green Infrastructure 

Working Group

– Sustainably Managing our 

Natural Resources

• Potential Rebate changes 

to encourage Scale 

Applications
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Looking Forward
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Questions?

Robert Stefani

Conservation Program 

Specialist

(512) 974-9302

Robert.Stefani@austintexas.gov
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Austin Water Background

• ~223,000 Connections 

• ~980,000 retail and wholesale customers

• 548 square mile service area 

• ~3,807 miles of mains (both transmission and 

distribution) 

• Conservation program history since 1983

– Council mandates in 2006, 2007 and 2010

– ~23% reduction in five year rolling average 

GPCD (FY 06 – FY 15)


